
APOLLO & DAPHNE 

Choreography  Ben Needham-Wood 
Music  Arvo Pärt 

Performed Live by  Da Jin Kim (Piano) & Tony Seepersad (Violin) 
Lighting Design  Celso Peruyera 

Costume Design  Susan Roemer of S-Curve Apparel 

Dancers 
Selah Oliver & Rafael Ruiz-del-Rizo 

- PAUSE -  

THE FOUR SEASONS (EXCERPTS) 
Choreography  Yanis Pikieris 

Music  Antonio Vivaldi 
Lighting Design  Celso Peruyera 

Spring 
Chloe Freytag & Ariel Morilla 

Summer 
Emily Bromberg & Alexander Sokolov 
Mayrel Martinez & Maikel Hernandez 

Fall 
Selah Jane Oliver 

Winter 
Paulina Zambrana & Rafael Ruiz-del-Vizo 

PHASES 

Choreography  Rafael Ruiz-del-Vizo 
Music  Ludwig van Beethoven 

Lighting Design  Celso Peruyera 

Dancers 
Emily Bromberg with  

Maikel Hernandez, Ariel Morilla & Alexander Sokolov 

- INTERMISSION - 

VOW

Choreography  Ariel Rose 

Music  Olafur Arnaulds 
Lighting Design  Celso Peruyera 

Originally commissioned for film by Miami City Ballet (2015) 

Dancers 
Mayrel Martinez & Maikel Hernandez 

IN BLOOM

Choreography  Yanis Eric Pikieris 

Music  Oliver Davis 
Lighting Design  Celso Peruyera 

Dancers 
Jessica Arechavaleta, Emily Bromberg, Ariel Morilla, Selah Jane Oliver, Amelia 

Rouff, Rafael Ruiz-del-Rizo, Anette Sanchez, Alexander Sokolov, Paulina 
Zambrana 

*Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami’s 2025-2026 season is sponsored in major part 
through the support of the Miami-Dade County and the Department of Cultural Affairs, 

the Mayor, and the County Commissioners, and by Francis Armstrong III through the 
American Endowment Foundation.

ABOUT DIMENSIONS DANCE THEATRE OF MIAMI

Founded by former Miami City Ballet starring Principal couple, Carlos Guerra and 
Jennifer Kronenberg, Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami debuted to critical 

acclaim in November 2016 as a brand new, cutting edge ballet company. The troupe 
continues to garner recognition for their profound energy and electricity, offering 

audiences a fresh, innovative, and diverse ballet experience. The company, its 
cultural programming, and its collaborative pursuits are especially unique in their 

distinct reflection of Miami and South Florida, earning them a 2017 Knight Arts 
Challenge Grant award from The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, funding 
“the best ideas in the arts,” and providing in part major the financial resources for 

DDTM’s current residency at the Dennis C. Moss Cultural Arts Center. 

Founding Artistic Directors


Jennifer Kronenberg & Carlos Guerra 

Company Dancers


Jessica Arechavaleta Emily Bromberg Chloe Freytag

Maikel Hernandez Mayrel Martinez Ariel Morilla

Selah Oliver Amelia Rouff Rafael Ruiz-del-Vizo

Anette Sanchez Alexander Sokolov Paulina Zambrana

Artists in Residence 
Yanis Pikieris & Yanis Eric Pikieris 

Production Manager 
Celso Peruyera 

Lighting Designer 
Joshua Gumbinner 

Company Manager 
Yanis Eric Pikieris 

Administrative Consultant  
& Tour Manager 

Anne-Camille Hersh 

PROGRAM NOTES

MAJOR GIFT SUPPORTERS

THANK YOU FOR KEEPING US ON OUR TOES!

Annual Gifts of $500 - $10,000

$99- $499 

Marlyn Asbel 
Susan R. Bannon 

Hannah Baumgarten 
Roberta Beherndt Fliss 

Stephen & Sabine Bittel 
Cristina Caraballo 
Nicolette Codeso 

Judy Colina 
Lucette Comer 

Ezekiel Delgado & Migdalia Figueredo 
Elise Feldman 
Dora Gelova 

Gerald Klein (in memory of Tyby Klein) 
Pierre-Michele & Jennifer Kronenberg 

James & Barbara McPhillips 
Beverly McReynolds 

Cruz Otazo 
Carmen Tagle & Alan Rose 

Adam Schnell 
Michael & Deborah Troner 

Edward & Linda Villella 

$500-$999 

Charles & Deborah Adelman 
Denise Altman & David Greene 

Barry Boren & Caryn Tannis 
Sui Chung & Michael Vastine 

Dennis Edwards & Mark Steinberg 
Moises Egozi 

Elena Londoño 
Dr. Kimberly Thompson & Luis Ramirez 

$1000-$4999 

Edward David Colina 
Dr. Kathleen Davenport & Andrew 

Cobble 
Dr. Michael & Denise Zeide Charitable  

Foundation 
Lewis “Mike" & Dr. Margaret Eidson 

Ron & Joanne Goldfarb 
Mamie C. Joveer  

Alfred Jonas  
Yulia Linhares 

Phyllis McHenry 
Michael L. Peyton  

Frances & Charles Rodgers 
Sarah Steinbaum 

Alex Tachmes 
Robert H. Warren 

Don & Jackie Wolfe 
Anonymous 

$5000+ 

Alfred & Rose Miniaci Family Fund of The 
Community Foundation of Broward 

Norman & Stephanie Altman 
Frank Armstrong III of the American 

Endowment Foundation 
Sharion & Elliot Asbel 
Freytag Family Fund 

Marvin Ross Friedman & Adrienne Bon 
Haes  

Grant Gravitt 
John S. & James L. Knight Foundation 

Joselow Foundation  
Henry & Harriet Pownall 

Shana Willinsky & Cesar Molina

Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami’s 2025-2026 season is sponsored in major part 
through the support of the Miami-Dade County and the Department of Cultural Affairs, the 
Mayor, and the County Commissioners, and by Francis Armstrong III through the American 

Endowment Foundation.

Pinecrest Gardens 
Saturday, May 9 @ 8:00 pm

  APOLLO & DAPHNE  (Ben Needham-Wood).. 

  THE FOUR SEASONS  (Yanis Pikieris).. 

  PHASES  (Rafael Ruiz-del-Vizo).. 

  VOW  (Ariel Rose).. 

  IN BLOOM  (Yanis Eric Pikieris)..

CHOREOGRAPHERS

Ben Needham-Wood

Ben Needham-Wood is an Emmy award winning choreographer based out of San 
Francisco. His stage works have been performed across the United States by such 
companies as Smuin Contemporary Ballet, Amy Seiwert’s Imagery, Dance Theatre 
of San Francisco, and the Louisville Ballet, among others. Ben was honored to be 
selected as a choreographer for the 2016 National Choreographers Initiative in 
Irvine, CA. In 2015, Ben received an EMMY Award for his choreography in the 

feature-segment BaseBallet, which was later recognized by the National Museum 
of Dance and Hall of Fame. Following that success, Ben produced and 

choreographed a follow-up special, BaseBallet: Into the Game, with collaborators 
Weston Krukow and Matt McKee, earning recognition with four more regional 

Emmy awards. 

Yanis Eric Pikieris

Yanis Eric Pikieris is a native of Miami, Florida and began his dance training with 
his parents, Marielena Mencia and Yanis Pikieris, at the Miami Youth Ballet. He 

also trained at Miami City Ballet School and with Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux and 
Patricia McBride at Charlotte Ballet Academy. As a choreographer, he has created 

several original works for Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami’s (DDTM) mainstage 
series; including two commissions for their sister company, Ballet Vero Beach; and 

a world premiere collaboration with Miami-based Illuminarts and Philadelphia-
based Variant 6. In 2022, Pikieris choreographed a work for National Water Dance, 
encouraging ongoing engagement between dance and the environment. Pikieris 

is currently one of DDTM’s Artists in Residence and is a recipient of the 2021 & 
2023 (DMC) Dance Miami Choreographers’ Program award. Pikieris is also a 
founding member of Miami Dance Hub, a local nonprofit organization that 

provides accessible information on performances, classes, resources, events, 
auditions and dance happenings in South Florida. In 2024, Pikieris was also 

named Associate Director of Miami Youth Ballet, DDTM’s sister-school. 

Yanis Pikieris

Dancer, Director, Choreographer, was the recipient of the silver medal at the first 

Jackson International Ballet Competition in 1979. In 1981 he was the first dancer 
from the western hemisphere to win the prestigious gold medal at Moscow’s 

International Ballet Competition, launching an international career that would 
take him to over 50 countries around the world as one of his generations’ premier 

dancers. He has been a principal dancer with the International Ballet of Caracas, 
Bavarian National Ballet-Munich, Deutsche Oper am Rhein-Dusseldorf, Miami City 
Ballet and Ballet du Nord-France. In 1986 Artistic Director Edward Villella invited 

him to join a new company; Miami City Ballet. As a founding member he 
astounded with his power and passion on stage and was instrumental in the initial 

success of the company. As a choreographer he has created works for several 
companies which include the Bavarian National Ballet, Ballet Centrum Berlin, 

Ballet du Nord, Ballet Metropolitano de Medellin, Juegos del Arte Dance 
Ensemble, Maximum Dance Company, Ballet de Monterrey, Incolballet, and Ballet 

Clásico y Contemporáneo de Asunción-Paraguay. In 1996 together with his wife 
Marielena Mencia he founded the Mencia-Pikieris School of Dance. Pikieris 

founded and directed Maximum Dance Company in Miami from 1996 to 2005, 
with David Palmer. During the 2006 and 2007 seasons, he served as Program 

Director for Miami City Ballet’s Contemporary Dance Series and Young People’s 
Programming. Also, in 2006 he founded the Miami Youth Ballet with the mission 

of providing opportunities for local young artists. 

Ariel Rose

Ariel Rose is currently a dancer with the Miami City Ballet. He began 

choreographing under the tutelage of NYC based choreographer Francis Patrelle 
(Artistic Director of Dances Patrelle) at Ballet Academy East. Ariel has 

choreographed for Ballet Academy East, Boston Ballet School and Miami City 
Ballet schools. He has also worked alongside SYTYCD finalist, Ellenore Scott, to 

create a work that was selected by the Harkness Dance Center for the Young 
Choreographers competition in 2008. In 2013, Ariel created a ballet for a 

collaboration with the New World Symphony in Miami Beach, Florida featuring 
dancers from the Miami City Ballet. In the summer of 2015, Ariel was a Resident 

Fellow at The Center for Ballet and the Arts in New York City, under the direction of 
dance scholar Jennifer Homans. Ariel has created works for companies in Brazil, 
Colombia and Canada and has had his work featured at the Joyce Theater in NYC 
and at the Jacob's Pillow summer dance festival in Becket, Massachusetts. Ariel 
has also co-directed dance films including most recently a dance trilogy titled 

"Traveler" made to be the inaugural work for the Skylar Campbell Dance 
Collective. He also currently serves on the board of directors for Dances Patrelle. 
Most recently Ariel has been creating a new work for an all-male program titled 

"Men Who Dance'' produced by the Inter-American Choreographic Institute. 

Rafael Ruiz-del-Vizo

Rafael Ruiz-del-Vizo was born and raised in Miami, Florida where he completed his 

Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at New World School of the Arts in 2020, training in 
classical ballet, modern dance, and jazz. He is also well versed in styles such as 

contemporary, hip hop and jazz funk through working in the Miami dance-studio 
community. Since 2023, Rafael has been a company member with Dimensions 

Dance Theater of Miami, dancing principal roles in works by esteemed 
choreographers such as Stephanie Martinez, Ryan-Jolicouer-Nye, Jerry 

Opdenacker, and more. Rafael is also a co-founder and Creative Director of 
Syncopate Collective - a contemporary dance company made up of local 

movement artists who want true ‘contemporary dance’ to be more highlighted 
throughout South Florida.

 BALLET IN 
THE GARDENS

Company Apprentice 
Mary Oliver

In honor of DDTM's 9th anniversary — and to celebrate the number 9's 
correlation to the completion of one season and the beginning of exciting new 

adventures — we are asking for gifts in increments of nine: 
$9, $39, $99…you get the idea! 

These funds allow us to present powerful new works and enable our  
community outreach programs that make dance accessible to all. 

Learn More

https://www.dimensionsdancemia.com/about-us
https://dimensionsdancetheatermia.networkforgood.com
https://dimensionsdancetheatermia.networkforgood.com

